WORK FOR WEDGWOOD,  1775-1787
the saloon at Etruria Hall, and the marble work of a
stove made for Wedgwood by a Mr. Hopkins, both in
1782 ; and among the contents of a box sent from London
to Etruria in that year was " A model from Mr. Flaxman
as a specimen of the Dessert Table Statues this is the
Earth."1 None of these statues survives, however, even
if the project ever matured. Later commissions included
several drawings of crests and coats-of-arms, a design for
a lamp and a stand, and two marble chimney-pieces, the last
finished and set up in September 1787. Considerably more
interesting and important, however, are the famous chess-
men (Plate VIII), first mentioned in the bill of 1783, when
Flaxman was paid for A Figure of a Fool for Chess^ which
served as a pawn. A drawing of the whole set was sent
to Wedgwood in March 1785, and is now in the Etruria
Museum. The original designs include three kings and
three queens, castle, knight, and bishop, and eight pawns,
all different.2 Some of the wax models prepared from
the final designs are also at Etruria and embody Flaxman's
own ideas. When carried out in jasper ware, however,
variations were introduced, and there is no evidence how
far this was done with Flaxman's knowledge and consent,
1 Etruria Museum MS* 48.
z Mr. J. D. Holmes, who has made a special study of the chessmen
and their history, has pointed out to me that at University College, London,
is a study of a horse and rider which evidently served as basis for the design
of the knight He has also seen finished designs for the kings and queens
which were discarded for those eventually used.
21